Qm@daho Press online

Idaho Newspapers Position On Public Notice Legislation

It is our position that:

1. Public Notice, Open Meetings, Open Courts and Public Records laws are a right that
government owes to every citizen. The design of any law affecting those rights should be
considered only for its impact on the public interest.

2. There is no compelling reason to consider the private competitive interest of any one
newspaper in the design of any Public Notice law in Idaho.

3. Public Notice laws should be designed ONLY to assure that:

(a) the laws provide citizens with current, objective statistical evidence of Public Notice
distribution efficiency. Such evidence is the Sworn Statement of Ownership, filed annually with
the U.S. Post Office or a certified audit of Paid and Requested circulation records.

(b) Locally-published newspaper Notices reach as many citizens as possible within the
practical budget ability of governments to do so.
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